











be between 1.14 and 1.63 of the two-bedroom unit. Bedroom
rents for a given FMR area were then adjusted if the differentials
between bedroom-size FMRs were inconsistent with normally
observed patterns (i.e., efficiency rents were not allowed to be
higher than one-bedroom rents and four-bedroom rents were not
allowed to be lower than three-bedroom rents).

For low-population, nonmetropolitan counties with small
census recent-mover rent samples, census-defined county group
data were used in determining rents for each bedroom size. This
adjustment was made to protect against unrealistically high or
low FMRs due to insufficient sample sizes. The areas covered by
this estimation method had less than the HUD standard of 200
two-bedroom census-tabulated observations.

V1. Manufactured Home Space Surveys

The FMR used to establish payment standard amounts for the
rental of manufactured home spaces in the Housing Choice
Voucher program is 40 percent of the FMR for a two-bedroom
unit. HUD will consider modification of the manufactured home
space FMRs where public comments present statistically valid
survey data showing the 40th percentile manufactured home
space rent (including the cost of utilities) for the entire FMR
area. HUD modified manufactured home space FMRs for
Seattle-Bellevue, WA, based on survey data showing the 40th
percentile manufactured home space rent (including the cost of
utilities) for the entire FMR area.

All approved exceptions to these rents that were in effect in
FY2008 were updated to FY2009 using the same data used to
estimate the Housing Choice Voucher program FMRs if the
respective FMR area’s definition remained the same. If the result
of this computation was higher than 40 percent of the re-

National Low Income Housing Coalition ¢

benchmarked two-bedroom rent, the exception remains and is
listed in Schedule D. The FMR area definitions used for the
rental of manufactured home spaces are the same as the area
definitions used for the other FMRs. Areas with definitional
changes that previously had exceptions to their manufactured
housing space rental FMRs are requested to submit new surveys
to justify higher-than-standard space rental FMRs if they believe
higher space rental allowances are needed.
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