
Washington

Monthly Rent Affordable to Selected Income 

Levels Compared with Two-Bedroom FMR

In Washington, the Fair Market Rent (FMR) for a two-bedroom apartment is $874.  In order to afford this level of rent 
and utilities – without paying more than 30% of income on housing – a household must earn $2,914 monthly or $34,964 
annually.  Assuming a 40-hour work week, 52 weeks per year, this level of income translates into a Housing Wage of:

In Washington, a minimum wage worker earns an hourly wage of $8.55.  In order to afford the FMR for a two-bedroom 
apartment, a minimum wage earner must work 79 hours per week, 52 weeks per year.  Or a household must include 2.0 
minimum wage earners working 40 hours per week year-round in order to make the two-bedroom FMR affordable.

In Washington, the estimated mean (average) wage for a renter is $14.71.  In order to afford the FMR for a two-
bedroom apartment at this wage, a renter must work 46 hours per week, 52 weeks per year.  Or, working 40 hours per 
week year-round, a household must include 1.1 workers earning the mean renter wage in order to make the two-
bedroom FMR affordable.
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Housing Wage

Washington 804,413$71,582 $537$1,790$874 $34,964 35%$21,475$16.81 $14.712.0 1.1$76526%

Metropolitan Areas

Bellingham MSA 23,575$64,400 $483$1,610$790 $31,600 37%$19,320$15.19 $10.391.8 1.5$54028%
Bremerton-Silverdale MSA 28,164$70,900 $532$1,773$855 $34,200 33%$21,270$16.44 $10.331.9 1.6$53731%
Kennewick-Pasco-Richland MSA 21,601$64,800 $486$1,620$688 $27,520 32%$19,440$13.23 $12.171.5 1.1$63328%
Lewiston MSA 2,752$53,800 $404$1,345$620 $24,800 33%$16,140$11.92 $9.021.4 1.3$46930%
Longview MSA 11,598$57,800 $434$1,445$652 $26,080 32%$17,340$12.54 $11.361.5 1.1$59128%
Mount Vernon-Anacortes MSA 11,765$61,300 $460$1,533$879 $35,160 30%$18,390$16.90 $11.502.0 1.5$59828%
Olympia MSA 27,261$70,000 $525$1,750$835 $33,400 33%$21,000$16.06 $11.231.9 1.4$58431%
Portland-Vancouver-Beaverton MSA 42,637$70,000 $525$1,750$809 $32,360 33%$21,000$15.56 $12.861.8 1.2$66922%
Seattle-Bellevue HMFA 357,993$84,300 $632$2,108$987 $39,480 38%$25,290$18.98 $18.352.2 1.0$95422%
Spokane MSA 56,445$60,200 $452$1,505$695 $27,800 34%$18,060$13.37 $10.601.6 1.3$55128%
Tacoma HMFA * 95,177$68,100 $511$1,703$926 $37,040 36%$20,430$17.81 $12.352.1 1.4$64241%
Wenatchee MSA 12,256$56,500 $424$1,413$696 $27,840 33%$16,950$13.38 $8.871.6 1.5$46128%
Yakima MSA 26,306$50,900 $382$1,273$728 $29,120 36%$15,270$14.00 $9.251.6 1.5$48128%

86,883$55,210 $414$1,380$694 $27,776 30%$16,563$13.35 $8.901.6 1.5$46332%Combined Nonmetro Areas

Counties

Adams County 1,650$47,800 $359$1,195$619 $24,760 32%$14,340$11.90 $10.371.4 1.1$53928%
Asotin County 2,752$53,800 $404$1,345$620 $24,800 33%$16,140$11.92 $9.021.4 1.3$46930%
Benton County 16,512$64,800 $486$1,620$688 $27,520 31%$19,440$13.23 $13.581.5 1.0$70628%
Chelan County 8,851$56,500 $424$1,413$696 $27,840 35%$16,950$13.38 $9.171.6 1.5$47728%
Clallam County 7,397$55,800 $419$1,395$735 $29,400 27%$16,740$14.13 $8.891.7 1.6$46342%
Clark County 41,657$70,000 $525$1,750$809 $32,360 33%$21,000$15.56 $12.921.8 1.2$67222%
Columbia County 513$56,800 $426$1,420$643 $25,720 30%$17,040$12.37 $9.531.4 1.3$49628%
Cowlitz County 11,598$57,800 $434$1,445$652 $26,080 32%$17,340$12.54 $11.361.5 1.1$59128%
Douglas County 3,405$56,500 $424$1,413$696 $27,840 29%$16,950$13.38 $7.741.6 1.7$40228%
Ferry County 763$46,000 $345$1,150$619 $24,760 27%$13,800$11.90 $8.771.4 1.4$45628%
Franklin County 5,089$64,800 $486$1,620$688 $27,520 34%$19,440$13.23 $7.981.5 1.7$41528%
Garfield County 259$53,600 $402$1,340$643 $25,720 26%$16,080$12.37 $8.661.4 1.4$45028%
Grant County 8,399$50,000 $375$1,250$635 $25,400 33%$15,000$12.21 $8.971.4 1.4$46728%
Grays Harbor County 8,294$50,800 $381$1,270$646 $25,840 31%$15,240$12.42 $10.071.5 1.2$52328%
Island County 8,296$68,400 $513$1,710$904 $36,160 30%$20,520$17.38 $9.102.0 1.9$47344%
Jefferson County 2,780$58,800 $441$1,470$784 $31,360 24%$17,640$15.08 $7.761.8 1.9$40328%
King County 285,465$84,300 $632$2,108$987 $39,480 40%$25,290$18.98 $18.992.2 1.0$98722%
Kitsap County 28,164$70,900 $532$1,773$855 $34,200 33%$21,270$16.44 $10.331.9 1.6$53731%
Kittitas County 5,583$59,300 $445$1,483$719 $28,760 42%$17,790$13.83 $6.111.6 2.3$31828%
Klickitat County 2,335$52,000 $390$1,300$652 $26,080 31%$15,600$12.54 $9.971.5 1.3$51928%
Lewis County 7,515$53,100 $398$1,328$694 $27,760 29%$15,930$13.35 $10.771.6 1.2$56028%

3: "Affordable" rents represent the generally accepted standard of spending not more than 30% of gross income on gross housing costs.
1: FMR = Fiscal Year 2009 Fair Market Rent (HUD, 2008; final as of October 1).  2: AMI = Fiscal Year 2009 Area Median Income (HUD, 2009).

4: The federal standard for extremely low income households. Does not include HUD-specific adjustments.  5: Based on 2007 BLS data, adjusted
using the ratio of renter to overall household income reported in Census 2000 and projected to April 1, 2009.

* 50th percentile FMR (See Appendix A).  
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Lincoln County 970$53,200 $399$1,330$619 $24,760 23%$15,960$11.90 $9.161.4 1.3$47728%
Mason County 3,965$57,300 $430$1,433$717 $28,680 21%$17,190$13.79 $9.061.6 1.5$47128%
Okanogan County 4,718$45,100 $338$1,128$641 $25,640 31%$13,530$12.33 $6.451.4 1.9$33642%
Pacific County 2,300$51,100 $383$1,278$627 $25,080 25%$15,330$12.06 $7.571.4 1.6$39428%
Pend Oreille County 1,050$47,700 $358$1,193$619 $24,760 23%$14,310$11.90 $9.631.4 1.2$50128%
Pierce County * 95,177$68,100 $511$1,703$926 $37,040 36%$20,430$17.81 $12.352.1 1.4$64241%
San Juan County 1,707$66,800 $501$1,670$850 $34,000 26%$20,040$16.35 $9.621.9 1.7$50028%
Skagit County 11,765$61,300 $460$1,533$879 $35,160 30%$18,390$16.90 $11.502.0 1.5$59828%
Skamania County 980$70,000 $525$1,750$809 $32,360 26%$21,000$15.56 $8.461.8 1.8$44022%
Snohomish County 72,528$84,300 $632$2,108$987 $39,480 32%$25,290$18.98 $15.332.2 1.2$79722%
Spokane County 56,445$60,200 $452$1,505$695 $27,800 34%$18,060$13.37 $10.601.6 1.3$55128%
Stevens County 3,286$51,400 $386$1,285$619 $24,760 22%$15,420$11.90 $8.191.4 1.5$42628%
Thurston County 27,261$70,000 $525$1,750$835 $33,400 33%$21,000$16.06 $11.231.9 1.4$58431%
Wahkiakum County 316$61,500 $461$1,538$653 $26,120 20%$18,450$12.56 $9.841.5 1.3$51228%
Walla Walla County 6,830$57,300 $430$1,433$643 $25,720 35%$17,190$12.37 $8.911.4 1.4$46328%
Whatcom County 23,575$64,400 $483$1,610$790 $31,600 37%$19,320$15.19 $10.391.8 1.5$54028%
Whitman County 7,957$57,700 $433$1,443$646 $25,840 52%$17,310$12.42 $7.961.5 1.6$41428%
Yakima County 26,306$50,900 $382$1,273$728 $29,120 36%$15,270$14.00 $9.251.6 1.5$48128%

3: "Affordable" rents represent the generally accepted standard of spending not more than 30% of gross income on gross housing costs.
1: FMR = Fiscal Year 2009 Fair Market Rent (HUD, 2008; final as of October 1).  2: AMI = Fiscal Year 2009 Area Median Income (HUD, 2009).

4: The federal standard for extremely low income households. Does not include HUD-specific adjustments.  5: Based on 2007 BLS data, adjusted
using the ratio of renter to overall household income reported in Census 2000 and projected to April 1, 2009.

* 50th percentile FMR (See Appendix A).  
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