
Louisiana

Monthly Rent Affordable to Selected Income 

Levels Compared with Two-Bedroom FMR

In Louisiana, the Fair Market Rent (FMR) for a two-bedroom apartment is $784.  In order to afford this level of rent and 
utilities – without paying more than 30% of income on housing – a household must earn $2,612 monthly or $31,349 
annually.  Assuming a 40-hour work week, 52 weeks per year, this level of income translates into a Housing Wage of:

In Louisiana, a minimum wage worker earns an hourly wage of $6.55.  In order to afford the FMR for a two-bedroom 
apartment, a minimum wage earner must work 92 hours per week, 52 weeks per year.  Or a household must include 2.3 
minimum wage earners working 40 hours per week year-round in order to make the two-bedroom FMR affordable.

In Louisiana, the estimated mean (average) wage for a renter is $12.05.  In order to afford the FMR for a two-bedroom 
apartment at this wage, a renter must work 50 hours per week, 52 weeks per year.  Or, working 40 hours per week year-
round, a household must include 1.3 workers earning the mean renter wage in order to make the two-bedroom FMR 
affordable.
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Louisiana
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Housing Wage

Louisiana 531,058$53,681 $403$1,342$784 $31,349 32%$16,104$15.07 $12.052.3 1.3$62663%

Metropolitan Areas

Alexandria MSA 16,362$48,100 $361$1,203$580 $23,200 30%$14,430$11.15 $9.871.7 1.1$51339%
Baton Rouge HMFA 76,286$59,800 $449$1,495$788 $31,520 31%$17,940$15.15 $11.562.3 1.3$60158%
Houma-Bayou Cane-Thibodaux MSA 15,873$53,500 $401$1,338$624 $24,960 23%$16,050$12.00 $14.441.8 0.8$75139%
Iberville Parish HMFA 2,425$46,300 $347$1,158$534 $21,360 23%$13,890$10.27 $15.771.6 0.7$82044%
Lafayette MSA 27,711$57,500 $431$1,438$661 $26,440 31%$17,250$12.71 $12.641.9 1.0$65739%
Lake Charles MSA 20,059$54,400 $408$1,360$667 $26,680 28%$16,320$12.83 $11.392.0 1.1$59240%
Monroe MSA 21,468$50,100 $376$1,253$622 $24,880 34%$15,030$11.96 $9.361.8 1.3$48739%
New Orleans-Metairie-Kenner MSA 191,975$59,800 $449$1,495$1,030 $41,200 39%$17,940$19.81 $14.383.0 1.4$74889%
Shreveport-Bossier City MSA 48,877$52,300 $392$1,308$677 $27,080 34%$15,690$13.02 $10.972.0 1.2$57039%

110,022$43,576 $327$1,089$541 $21,642 27%$13,073$10.40 $9.491.6 1.1$49343%Combined Nonmetro Areas

Counties

Acadia Parish 5,883$41,900 $314$1,048$506 $20,240 28%$12,570$9.73 $9.011.5 1.1$46947%
Allen Parish 1,942$44,900 $337$1,123$506 $20,240 24%$13,470$9.73 $8.991.5 1.1$46749%
Ascension Parish 4,739$59,800 $449$1,495$788 $31,520 18%$17,940$15.15 $10.802.3 1.4$56258%
Assumption Parish 1,311$47,700 $358$1,193$572 $22,880 16%$14,310$11.00 $10.911.7 1.0$56739%
Avoyelles Parish 3,768$38,800 $291$970$506 $20,240 26%$11,640$9.73 $6.241.5 1.6$32551%
Beauregard Parish 2,440$50,000 $375$1,250$521 $20,840 20%$15,000$10.02 $12.421.5 0.8$64640%
Bienville Parish 1,354$40,000 $300$1,000$561 $22,440 22%$12,000$10.79 $8.331.6 1.3$43340%
Bossier Parish 11,186$52,300 $392$1,308$677 $27,080 31%$15,690$13.02 $9.572.0 1.4$49839%
Caddo Parish 35,428$52,300 $392$1,308$677 $27,080 36%$15,690$13.02 $11.492.0 1.1$59839%
Calcasieu Parish 19,528$54,400 $408$1,360$667 $26,680 28%$16,320$12.83 $11.222.0 1.1$58340%
Caldwell Parish 819$44,500 $334$1,113$506 $20,240 21%$13,350$9.73 $5.871.5 1.7$30546%
Cameron Parish 531$54,400 $408$1,360$667 $26,680 15%$16,320$12.83 $16.992.0 0.8$88440%
Catahoula Parish 692$36,000 $270$900$506 $20,240 17%$10,800$9.73 $6.401.5 1.5$33346%
Claiborne Parish 1,519$42,600 $320$1,065$561 $22,440 24%$12,780$10.79 $9.411.6 1.1$48940%
Concordia Parish 1,798$37,800 $284$945$506 $20,240 24%$11,340$9.73 $7.741.5 1.3$40346%
De Soto Parish 2,263$52,300 $392$1,308$677 $27,080 23%$15,690$13.02 $9.712.0 1.3$50539%
East Baton Rouge Parish 60,060$59,800 $449$1,495$788 $31,520 38%$17,940$15.15 $11.792.3 1.3$61358%
East Carroll Parish 1,126$32,500 $244$813$506 $20,240 38%$9,750$9.73 $7.421.5 1.3$38646%
East Feliciana Parish 1,182$59,800 $449$1,495$788 $31,520 18%$17,940$15.15 $7.222.3 2.1$37658%
Evangeline Parish 3,899$36,000 $270$900$506 $20,240 31%$10,800$9.73 $6.241.5 1.6$32559%
Franklin Parish 1,842$36,300 $272$908$506 $20,240 24%$10,890$9.73 $5.821.5 1.7$30346%
Grant Parish 1,297$48,100 $361$1,203$580 $23,200 18%$14,430$11.15 $7.361.7 1.5$38339%
Iberia Parish 6,753$48,000 $360$1,200$581 $23,240 27%$14,400$11.17 $11.241.7 1.0$58439%
Iberville Parish 2,425$46,300 $347$1,158$534 $21,360 23%$13,890$10.27 $15.771.6 0.7$82044%
Jackson Parish 1,380$48,000 $360$1,200$506 $20,240 23%$14,400$9.73 $8.871.5 1.1$46146%

3: "Affordable" rents represent the generally accepted standard of spending not more than 30% of gross income on gross housing costs.
1: FMR = Fiscal Year 2009 Fair Market Rent (HUD, 2008; final as of October 1).  2: AMI = Fiscal Year 2009 Area Median Income (HUD, 2009).

4: The federal standard for extremely low income households. Does not include HUD-specific adjustments.  5: Based on 2007 BLS data, adjusted
using the ratio of renter to overall household income reported in Census 2000 and projected to April 1, 2009.
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Jefferson Davis Parish 2,884$43,800 $329$1,095$506 $20,240 25%$13,140$9.73 $8.531.5 1.1$44440%
Jefferson Parish 63,700$59,800 $449$1,495$1,030 $41,200 36%$17,940$19.81 $14.113.0 1.4$73389%
La Salle Parish 875$47,900 $359$1,198$506 $20,240 17%$14,370$9.73 $9.191.5 1.1$47846%
Lafayette Parish 24,569$57,500 $431$1,438$661 $26,440 34%$17,250$12.71 $13.001.9 1.0$67639%
Lafourche Parish 7,069$53,500 $401$1,338$624 $24,960 22%$16,050$12.00 $13.851.8 0.9$72039%
Lincoln Parish 6,104$51,200 $384$1,280$600 $24,000 40%$15,360$11.54 $6.681.8 1.7$34740%
Livingston Parish 5,293$59,800 $449$1,495$788 $31,520 16%$17,940$15.15 $10.872.3 1.4$56558%
Madison Parish 1,703$31,200 $234$780$506 $20,240 38%$9,360$9.73 $7.361.5 1.3$38346%
Morehouse Parish 3,232$41,500 $311$1,038$538 $21,520 28%$12,450$10.35 $7.421.6 1.4$38639%
Natchitoches Parish 5,063$43,000 $323$1,075$585 $23,400 35%$12,900$11.25 $6.641.7 1.7$34540%
Orleans Parish 100,716$59,800 $449$1,495$1,030 $41,200 54%$17,940$19.81 $15.713.0 1.3$81789%
Ouachita Parish 19,804$50,100 $376$1,253$622 $24,880 36%$15,030$11.96 $9.441.8 1.3$49139%
Plaquemines Parish 1,907$59,800 $449$1,495$1,030 $41,200 21%$17,940$19.81 $22.843.0 0.9$1,18889%
Pointe Coupee Parish 1,874$59,800 $449$1,495$788 $31,520 22%$17,940$15.15 $9.522.3 1.6$49558%
Rapides Parish 15,065$48,100 $361$1,203$580 $23,200 32%$14,430$11.15 $9.961.7 1.1$51839%
Red River Parish 814$36,900 $277$923$561 $22,440 24%$11,070$10.79 $9.041.6 1.2$47040%
Richland Parish 2,076$38,400 $288$960$506 $20,240 28%$11,520$9.73 $6.521.5 1.5$33946%
Sabine Parish 1,753$45,200 $339$1,130$561 $22,440 19%$13,560$10.79 $6.271.6 1.7$32640%
St. Bernard Parish 6,365$59,800 $449$1,495$1,030 $41,200 25%$17,940$19.81 $15.923.0 1.2$82889%
St. Charles Parish 3,052$59,800 $449$1,495$1,030 $41,200 19%$17,940$19.81 $15.383.0 1.3$80089%
St. Helena Parish 582$59,800 $449$1,495$788 $31,520 15%$17,940$15.15 $11.042.3 1.4$57458%
St. James Parish 1,008$56,000 $420$1,400$694 $27,760 14%$16,800$13.35 $12.512.0 1.1$65040%
St. John the Baptist Parish 2,714$59,800 $449$1,495$1,030 $41,200 19%$17,940$19.81 $11.863.0 1.7$61789%
St. Landry Parish 9,459$38,200 $287$955$506 $20,240 29%$11,460$9.73 $8.071.5 1.2$41948%
St. Martin Parish 3,142$57,500 $431$1,438$661 $26,440 18%$17,250$12.71 $7.421.9 1.7$38639%
St. Mary Parish 5,042$43,900 $329$1,098$563 $22,520 26%$13,170$10.83 $17.031.7 0.6$88639%
St. Tammany Parish 13,521$59,800 $449$1,495$1,030 $41,200 20%$17,940$19.81 $10.543.0 1.9$54889%
Tangipahoa Parish 9,753$47,800 $359$1,195$642 $25,680 27%$14,340$12.35 $7.861.9 1.6$40940%
Tensas Parish 740$34,000 $255$850$506 $20,240 31%$10,200$9.73 $8.981.5 1.1$46746%
Terrebonne Parish 8,804$53,500 $401$1,338$624 $24,960 24%$16,050$12.00 $14.781.8 0.8$76939%
Union Parish 1,664$50,100 $376$1,253$622 $24,880 19%$15,030$11.96 $8.241.8 1.5$42839%
Vermilion Parish 4,565$48,100 $361$1,203$506 $20,240 23%$14,430$9.73 $10.421.5 0.9$54241%
Vernon Parish 7,900$45,400 $341$1,135$506 $20,240 43%$13,620$9.73 $11.941.5 0.8$62139%
Washington Parish 3,875$39,000 $293$975$506 $20,240 24%$11,700$9.73 $9.191.5 1.1$47853%
Webster Parish 4,210$46,000 $345$1,150$517 $20,680 26%$13,800$9.94 $9.471.5 1.0$49340%
West Baton Rouge Parish 1,627$59,800 $449$1,495$788 $31,520 21%$17,940$15.15 $10.792.3 1.4$56158%
West Carroll Parish 937$42,100 $316$1,053$506 $20,240 21%$12,630$9.73 $8.051.5 1.2$41946%
West Feliciana Parish 929$59,800 $449$1,495$788 $31,520 25%$17,940$15.15 $15.252.3 1.0$79358%
Winn Parish 1,503$41,700 $313$1,043$506 $20,240 25%$12,510$9.73 $8.261.5 1.2$42950%

3: "Affordable" rents represent the generally accepted standard of spending not more than 30% of gross income on gross housing costs.
1: FMR = Fiscal Year 2009 Fair Market Rent (HUD, 2008; final as of October 1).  2: AMI = Fiscal Year 2009 Area Median Income (HUD, 2009).

4: The federal standard for extremely low income households. Does not include HUD-specific adjustments.  5: Based on 2007 BLS data, adjusted
using the ratio of renter to overall household income reported in Census 2000 and projected to April 1, 2009.
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