
Missouri

Monthly Rent Affordable to Selected Income 

Levels Compared with Two-Bedroom FMR

In Missouri, the Fair Market Rent (FMR) for a two-bedroom apartment is $646.  In order to afford this level of rent and 
utilities – without paying more than 30% of income on housing – a household must earn $2,154 monthly or $25,846 
annually.  Assuming a 40-hour work week, 52 weeks per year, this level of income translates into a Housing Wage of:

In Missouri, a minimum wage worker earns an hourly wage of $6.65.  In order to afford the FMR for a two-bedroom 
apartment, a minimum wage earner must work 75 hours per week, 52 weeks per year.  Or a household must include 1.9 
minimum wage earners working 40 hours per week year-round in order to make the two-bedroom FMR affordable.

In Missouri, the estimated mean (average) wage for a renter is $11.85.  In order to afford the FMR for a two-bedroom 
apartment at this wage, a renter must work 42 hours per week, 52 weeks per year.  Or, working 40 hours per week year-
round, a household must include 1.0 workers earning the mean renter wage in order to make the two-bedroom FMR 
affordable.
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Missouri
Renter Households

Number 
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households 

(2000)
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Housing Costs
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mean renter 
hourly wage 

(2008)

Full-time  jobs 
at minimum 

wage needed 
to afford 2 BR 

FMR
5

Hourly wage 
necessary to 

afford 2 BR FMR

Full-time  
jobs at mean 
renter wage 
needed to 

afford 2 BR 
FMR

% change 
since 2000

FY08

Housing Wage

Missouri 652,284$57,300 $430$1,433$646 $25,846 30%$17,190$12.43 $11.851.9 1.0$61627%

Metropolitan Areas

Bates County HMFA 1,629$44,600 $335$1,115$518 $20,720 25%$13,380$9.96 $8.411.5 1.2$43727%
Calloway County HMFA 3,344$53,300 $400$1,333$544 $21,760 23%$15,990$10.46 $10.171.6 1.0$52924%
Columbia MSA 23,517$60,700 $455$1,518$614 $24,560 41%$18,210$11.81 $8.741.8 1.4$45424%
Dallas County HMFA 1,256$40,300 $302$1,008$501 $20,040 21%$12,090$9.63 $5.931.4 1.6$30839%
Jefferson City HMFA 9,535$62,500 $469$1,563$549 $21,960 30%$18,750$10.56 $9.231.6 1.1$48024%
Joplin MSA 18,385$44,700 $335$1,118$551 $22,040 30%$13,410$10.60 $10.371.6 1.0$53924%
Kansas City HMFA * 143,020$67,800 $509$1,695$754 $30,160 33%$20,340$14.50 $13.362.2 1.1$69523%
McDonald County HMFA 2,311$38,000 $285$950$503 $20,120 28%$11,400$9.67 $8.131.5 1.2$42333%
Moniteau County HMFA 1,175$50,900 $382$1,273$507 $20,280 22%$15,270$9.75 $6.991.5 1.4$36324%
Polk County HMFA 2,681$43,700 $328$1,093$501 $20,040 27%$13,110$9.63 $7.361.4 1.3$38330%
Springfield HMFA 42,929$49,300 $370$1,233$569 $22,760 33%$14,790$10.94 $9.951.6 1.1$51724%
St. Joseph MSA 13,094$50,100 $376$1,253$555 $22,200 30%$15,030$10.67 $9.901.6 1.1$51524%
St. Louis HMFA 224,777$65,000 $488$1,625$711 $28,440 29%$19,500$13.67 $13.762.1 1.0$71631%
Washington County H A 1,691$38,000 $285$950$501 $20,040 20%$11,400$9.63 $6.501.4 1.5$33834%

162,940$43,882 $329$1,097$522 $20,887 27%$13,165$10.04 $8.191.5 1.2$42628%Combined Nonmetro Areas

Counties

Adair County 3,832$45,500 $341$1,138$553 $22,120 40%$13,650$10.63 $6.201.6 1.7$32224%
Andrew County 1,257$50,100 $376$1,253$555 $22,200 20%$15,030$10.67 $7.331.6 1.5$38124%
Atchison County 839$46,100 $346$1,153$501 $20,040 31%$13,830$9.63 $8.201.4 1.2$42626%
Audrain County 2,547$48,600 $365$1,215$501 $20,040 26%$14,580$9.63 $9.791.4 1.0$50928%
Barry County 3,253$41,400 $311$1,035$501 $20,040 24%$12,420$9.63 $9.681.4 1.0$50329%
Barton County 1,302$42,500 $319$1,063$501 $20,040 27%$12,750$9.63 $8.101.4 1.2$42135%
Bates County 1,629$44,600 $335$1,115$518 $20,720 25%$13,380$9.96 $8.411.5 1.2$43727%
Benton County 1,323$39,200 $294$980$501 $20,040 18%$11,760$9.63 $6.311.4 1.5$32830%
Bollinger County 844$43,600 $327$1,090$541 $21,640 18%$13,080$10.40 $6.441.6 1.6$33525%
Boone County 22,565$60,700 $455$1,518$614 $24,560 43%$18,210$11.81 $8.811.8 1.3$45824%
Buchanan County 10,900$50,100 $376$1,253$555 $22,200 32%$15,030$10.67 $10.131.6 1.1$52724%
Butler County 5,193$40,000 $300$1,000$501 $20,040 31%$12,000$9.63 $7.691.4 1.3$40036%
Caldwell County * 796$67,800 $509$1,695$754 $30,160 23%$20,340$14.50 $7.852.2 1.8$40823%
Callaway County 3,344$53,300 $400$1,333$544 $21,760 23%$15,990$10.46 $10.171.6 1.0$52924%
Camden County 2,799$49,300 $370$1,233$570 $22,800 18%$14,790$10.96 $9.101.6 1.2$47324%
Cape Girardeau County 8,530$53,400 $401$1,335$570 $22,800 32%$16,020$10.96 $9.091.6 1.2$47224%
Carroll County 1,082$44,600 $335$1,115$552 $22,080 26%$13,380$10.62 $8.301.6 1.3$43224%
Carter County 553$33,800 $254$845$501 $20,040 23%$10,140$9.63 $5.391.4 1.8$28040%
Cass County * 6,166$67,800 $509$1,695$754 $30,160 20%$20,340$14.50 $8.162.2 1.8$42423%
Cedar County 1,234$39,200 $294$980$501 $20,040 22%$11,760$9.63 $5.511.4 1.7$28630%

3: "Affordable" rents represent the generally accepted standard of spending not more than 30% of gross income on gross housing costs.
1: FMR = Fiscal Year 2008 Fair Market Rent (HUD, 2007; final as of October 1).  2: AMI = Fiscal Year 2008 Area Median Income (HUD, 2008).

4: The federal standard for extremely low income households. Does not include HUD-specific adjustments.  5: Based on 2006 BLS data, adjusted
using the ratio of renter to overall household income reported in Census 2000, and projected to April 1, 2008.

Sullivan City (part of Crawford County) is not included due to a lack of sufficient data.  * 50th percentile FMR 
(See Appendix A).  
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Chariton County 675$47,300 $355$1,183$552 $22,080 19%$14,190$10.62 $7.531.6 1.4$39124%
Christian County 4,916$49,300 $370$1,233$569 $22,760 24%$14,790$10.94 $8.081.6 1.4$42024%
Clark County 639$43,500 $326$1,088$501 $20,040 22%$13,050$9.63 $6.831.4 1.4$35528%
Clay County * 21,276$67,800 $509$1,695$754 $30,160 29%$20,340$14.50 $12.952.2 1.1$67323%
Clinton County * 1,503$67,800 $509$1,695$754 $30,160 21%$20,340$14.50 $7.322.2 2.0$38023%
Cole County 8,699$62,500 $469$1,563$549 $21,960 32%$18,750$10.56 $9.491.6 1.1$49424%
Cooper County 1,530$50,600 $380$1,265$546 $21,840 26%$15,180$10.50 $9.511.6 1.1$49524%
Crawford County 2,068$44,200 $332$1,105$501 $20,040 23%$13,260$9.63 $8.341.4 1.2$43430%
Dade County 680$40,300 $302$1,008$530 $21,200 21%$12,090$10.19 $7.811.5 1.3$40624%
Dallas County 1,256$40,300 $302$1,008$501 $20,040 21%$12,090$9.63 $5.931.4 1.6$30839%
Daviess County 738$42,800 $321$1,070$501 $20,040 23%$12,840$9.63 $7.381.4 1.3$38426%
DeKalb County 937$50,100 $376$1,253$555 $22,200 27%$15,030$10.67 $6.631.6 1.6$34524%
Dent County 1,548$39,900 $299$998$501 $20,040 26%$11,970$9.63 $8.511.4 1.1$44331%
Douglas County 1,090$36,900 $277$923$501 $20,040 21%$11,070$9.63 $8.261.4 1.2$42944%
Dunklin County 4,570$37,100 $278$928$501 $20,040 34%$11,130$9.63 $6.961.4 1.4$36243%
Franklin County 7,680$65,000 $488$1,625$711 $28,440 22%$19,500$13.67 $9.572.1 1.4$49731%
Gasconade County 1,216$49,200 $369$1,230$501 $20,040 20%$14,760$9.63 $8.081.4 1.2$42025%
Gentry County 701$43,300 $325$1,083$501 $20,040 26%$12,990$9.63 $7.981.4 1.2$41526%
Greene County 35,575$49,300 $370$1,233$569 $22,760 36%$14,790$10.94 $10.161.6 1.1$52924%
Grundy County 1,235$41,800 $314$1,045$501 $20,040 28%$12,540$9.63 $8.301.4 1.2$43226%
Harrison County 924$41,300 $310$1,033$501 $20,040 25%$12,390$9.63 $6.571.4 1.5$34226%
Henry County 2,462$44,500 $334$1,113$553 $22,120 27%$13,350$10.63 $9.211.6 1.2$47924%
Hickory County 607$35,100 $263$878$501 $20,040 16%$10,530$9.63 $5.511.4 1.7$28630%
Holt County 572$42,900 $322$1,073$501 $20,040 26%$12,870$9.63 $6.811.4 1.4$35426%
Howard County 952$60,700 $455$1,518$614 $24,560 25%$18,210$11.81 $6.591.8 1.8$34324%
Howell County 3,908$37,300 $280$933$501 $20,040 26%$11,190$9.63 $7.341.4 1.3$38230%
Iron County 1,011$38,400 $288$960$541 $21,640 24%$11,520$10.40 $10.541.6 1.0$54825%
Jackson County * 98,859$67,800 $509$1,695$754 $30,160 37%$20,340$14.50 $14.222.2 1.0$73923%
Jasper County 13,676$44,700 $335$1,118$551 $22,040 33%$13,410$10.60 $10.201.6 1.0$53024%
Jefferson County 11,884$65,000 $488$1,625$711 $28,440 17%$19,500$13.67 $8.412.1 1.6$43731%
Johnson County 6,701$51,700 $388$1,293$567 $22,680 38%$15,510$10.90 $7.811.6 1.4$40624%
Knox County 411$37,800 $284$945$501 $20,040 23%$11,340$9.63 $6.701.4 1.4$34928%
Laclede County 3,473$43,300 $325$1,083$501 $20,040 27%$12,990$9.63 $8.331.4 1.2$43328%
Lafayette County * 3,091$67,800 $509$1,695$754 $30,160 25%$20,340$14.50 $7.652.2 1.9$39823%
Lawrence County 3,491$44,200 $332$1,105$501 $20,040 26%$13,260$9.63 $7.371.4 1.3$38326%
Lewis County 929$42,700 $320$1,068$501 $20,040 23%$12,810$9.63 $6.811.4 1.4$35428%
Lincoln County 2,663$65,000 $488$1,625$711 $28,440 19%$19,500$13.67 $8.872.1 1.5$46131%
Linn County 1,309$43,800 $329$1,095$501 $20,040 23%$13,140$9.63 $7.371.4 1.3$38328%
Livingston County 1,677$49,300 $370$1,233$501 $20,040 29%$14,790$9.63 $7.831.4 1.2$40728%
Macon County 1,567$44,200 $332$1,105$501 $20,040 24%$13,260$9.63 $6.931.4 1.4$36039%
Madison County 1,130$37,900 $284$948$541 $21,640 24%$11,370$10.40 $7.211.6 1.4$37525%
Maries County 651$47,100 $353$1,178$501 $20,040 18%$14,130$9.63 $8.311.4 1.2$43231%

3: "Affordable" rents represent the generally accepted standard of spending not more than 30% of gross income on gross housing costs.
1: FMR = Fiscal Year 2008 Fair Market Rent (HUD, 2007; final as of October 1).  2: AMI = Fiscal Year 2008 Area Median Income (HUD, 2008).

4: The federal standard for extremely low income households. Does not include HUD-specific adjustments.  5: Based on 2006 BLS data, adjusted
using the ratio of renter to overall household income reported in Census 2000, and projected to April 1, 2008.

Sullivan City (part of Crawford County) is not included due to a lack of sufficient data.  * 50th percentile FMR 
(See Appendix A).  

108 National Low Income Housing Coalition · Out of Reach 2007-2008



Missouri
Renter Households

Number 
(2000)

% of total 
households 

(2000)

Area Median Income (AMI)

Two-
bedroom

FMR

Income 
needed

to afford
2 BR FMR

Annual 
AMI

Rent
affordable

at AMI
30%

of AMI

Rent 
affordable

at 30%
of AMI

Rent 
affordable
at mean 

wage2 3 41

Housing Costs

Estimated 
mean renter 
hourly wage 

(2008)

Full-time  jobs 
at minimum 

wage needed 
to afford 2 BR 

FMR
5

Hourly wage 
necessary to 

afford 2 BR FMR

Full-time  
jobs at mean 
renter wage 
needed to 

afford 2 BR 
FMR

% change 
since 2000

FY08

Housing Wage

Marion County 3,276$49,800 $374$1,245$505 $20,200 30%$14,940$9.71 $7.941.5 1.2$41324%
McDonald County 2,311$38,000 $285$950$503 $20,120 28%$11,400$9.67 $8.131.5 1.2$42333%
Mercer County 371$43,100 $323$1,078$501 $20,040 23%$12,930$9.63 $9.531.4 1.0$49626%
Miller County 2,323$44,100 $331$1,103$501 $20,040 25%$13,230$9.63 $7.721.4 1.2$40131%
Mississippi County 1,963$35,100 $263$878$501 $20,040 36%$10,530$9.63 $7.841.4 1.2$40833%
Moniteau County 1,175$50,900 $382$1,273$507 $20,280 22%$15,270$9.75 $6.991.5 1.4$36324%
Monroe County 787$43,200 $324$1,080$507 $20,280 22%$12,960$9.75 $7.651.5 1.3$39824%
Montgomery County 1,015$46,500 $349$1,163$507 $20,280 21%$13,950$9.75 $7.821.5 1.2$40724%
Morgan County 1,344$43,400 $326$1,085$511 $20,440 17%$13,020$9.83 $6.421.5 1.5$33425%
New Madrid County 2,653$39,600 $297$990$501 $20,040 34%$11,880$9.63 $10.731.4 0.9$55837%
Newton County 4,709$44,700 $335$1,118$551 $22,040 23%$13,410$10.60 $10.951.6 1.0$56924%
Nodaway County 2,949$51,200 $384$1,280$552 $22,080 36%$15,360$10.62 $7.461.6 1.4$38824%
Oregon County 927$32,300 $242$808$501 $20,040 22%$9,690$9.63 $6.431.4 1.5$33444%
Osage County 836$62,500 $469$1,563$549 $21,960 17%$18,750$10.56 $6.231.6 1.7$32424%
Ozark County 728$36,000 $270$900$501 $20,040 18%$10,800$9.63 $5.301.4 1.8$27644%
Pemiscot County 3,270$33,300 $250$833$501 $20,040 42%$9,990$9.63 $6.861.4 1.4$35731%
Perry County 1,385$52,100 $391$1,303$530 $21,200 20%$15,630$10.19 $8.571.5 1.2$44624%
Pettis County 4,284$45,400 $341$1,135$567 $22,680 28%$13,620$10.90 $9.471.6 1.2$49324%
Phelps County 5,394$47,100 $353$1,178$501 $20,040 34%$14,130$9.63 $7.481.4 1.3$38924%
Pike County 1,673$46,900 $352$1,173$501 $20,040 26%$14,070$9.63 $8.621.4 1.1$44825%
Platte County * 9,534$67,800 $509$1,695$754 $30,160 33%$20,340$14.50 $11.892.2 1.2$61823%
Polk County 2,681$43,700 $328$1,093$501 $20,040 27%$13,110$9.63 $7.361.4 1.3$38330%
Pulaski County 5,644$46,500 $349$1,163$515 $20,600 42%$13,950$9.90 $9.891.5 1.0$51424%
Putnam County 509$39,100 $293$978$501 $20,040 23%$11,730$9.63 $5.971.4 1.6$31128%
Ralls County 663$50,900 $382$1,273$507 $20,280 18%$15,270$9.75 $9.641.5 1.0$50124%
Randolph County 2,578$47,500 $356$1,188$520 $20,800 28%$14,250$10.00 $9.021.5 1.1$46924%
Ray County * 1,795$67,800 $509$1,695$754 $30,160 21%$20,340$14.50 $6.302.2 2.3$32823%
Reynolds County 622$37,400 $281$935$501 $20,040 23%$11,220$9.63 $9.581.4 1.0$49840%
Ripley County 1,191$33,100 $248$828$501 $20,040 22%$9,930$9.63 $5.631.4 1.7$29340%
Saline County 2,782$47,400 $356$1,185$512 $20,480 31%$14,220$9.85 $8.491.5 1.2$44125%
Schuyler County 427$41,500 $311$1,038$501 $20,040 25%$12,450$9.63 $5.681.4 1.7$29628%
Scotland County 443$41,000 $308$1,025$501 $20,040 23%$12,300$9.63 $6.401.4 1.5$33328%
Scott County 4,794$45,700 $343$1,143$521 $20,840 31%$13,710$10.02 $7.711.5 1.3$40124%
Shannon County 674$30,400 $228$760$501 $20,040 20%$9,120$9.63 $5.231.4 1.8$27244%
Shelby County 684$42,500 $319$1,063$501 $20,040 25%$12,750$9.63 $7.621.4 1.3$39628%
St. Charles County 18,316$65,000 $488$1,625$711 $28,440 18%$19,500$13.67 $10.622.1 1.3$55231%
St. Clair County 830$38,600 $290$965$501 $20,040 21%$11,580$9.63 $7.651.4 1.3$39830%
St. Francois County 5,574$44,700 $335$1,118$524 $20,960 27%$13,410$10.08 $7.061.5 1.4$36724%
St. Louis city 78,159$65,000 $488$1,625$711 $28,440 53%$19,500$13.67 $17.082.1 0.8$88831%
St. Louis County 104,523$65,000 $488$1,625$711 $28,440 26%$19,500$13.67 $14.002.1 1.0$72831%
Ste. Genevieve County 1,163$53,900 $404$1,348$541 $21,640 18%$16,170$10.40 $8.971.6 1.2$46625%
Stoddard County 3,341$40,300 $302$1,008$501 $20,040 28%$12,090$9.63 $8.231.4 1.2$42840%

3: "Affordable" rents represent the generally accepted standard of spending not more than 30% of gross income on gross housing costs.
1: FMR = Fiscal Year 2008 Fair Market Rent (HUD, 2007; final as of October 1).  2: AMI = Fiscal Year 2008 Area Median Income (HUD, 2008).

4: The federal standard for extremely low income households. Does not include HUD-specific adjustments.  5: Based on 2006 BLS data, adjusted
using the ratio of renter to overall household income reported in Census 2000, and projected to April 1, 2008.

Sullivan City (part of Crawford County) is not included due to a lack of sufficient data.  * 50th percentile FMR 
(See Appendix A).  
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Stone County 2,228$44,500 $334$1,113$569 $22,760 19%$13,350$10.94 $7.591.6 1.4$39525%
Sullivan County 828$41,700 $313$1,043$501 $20,040 28%$12,510$9.63 $10.851.4 0.9$56428%
Taney County 5,031$44,400 $333$1,110$601 $24,040 31%$13,320$11.56 $8.961.7 1.3$46624%
Texas County 2,193$35,000 $263$875$501 $20,040 23%$10,500$9.63 $6.781.4 1.4$35251%
Vernon County 2,207$45,600 $342$1,140$502 $20,080 28%$13,680$9.65 $7.721.5 1.3$40124%
Warren County 1,552$65,000 $488$1,625$711 $28,440 17%$19,500$13.67 $8.232.1 1.7$42831%
Washington County 1,691$38,000 $285$950$501 $20,040 20%$11,400$9.63 $6.501.4 1.5$33834%
Wayne County 1,211$34,700 $260$868$501 $20,040 22%$10,410$9.63 $6.241.4 1.5$32440%
Webster County 2,438$49,300 $370$1,233$569 $22,760 22%$14,790$10.94 $8.851.6 1.2$46024%
Worth County 234$40,800 $306$1,020$501 $20,040 23%$12,240$9.63 $5.991.4 1.6$31226%
Wright County 1,903$36,000 $270$900$501 $20,040 27%$10,800$9.63 $6.671.4 1.4$34741%

3: "Affordable" rents represent the generally accepted standard of spending not more than 30% of gross income on gross housing costs.
1: FMR = Fiscal Year 2008 Fair Market Rent (HUD, 2007; final as of October 1).  2: AMI = Fiscal Year 2008 Area Median Income (HUD, 2008).

4: The federal standard for extremely low income households. Does not include HUD-specific adjustments.  5: Based on 2006 BLS data, adjusted
using the ratio of renter to overall household income reported in Census 2000, and projected to April 1, 2008.

Sullivan City (part of Crawford County) is not included due to a lack of sufficient data.  * 50th percentile FMR 
(See Appendix A).  
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