
Louisiana

Monthly Rent Affordable to Selected Income 

Levels Compared with Two-Bedroom FMR

In Louisiana, the Fair Market Rent (FMR) for a two-bedroom apartment is $746.  In order to afford this level of rent and 
utilities – without paying more than 30% of income on housing – a household must earn $2,486 monthly or $29,830 
annually.  Assuming a 40-hour work week, 52 weeks per year, this level of income translates into a Housing Wage of:

In Louisiana, a minimum wage worker earns an hourly wage of $5.85.  In order to afford the FMR for a two-bedroom 
apartment, a minimum wage earner must work 98 hours per week, 52 weeks per year.  Or a household must include 2.5 
minimum wage earners working 40 hours per week year-round in order to make the two-bedroom FMR affordable.

In Louisiana, the estimated mean (average) wage for a renter is $11.49.  In order to afford the FMR for a two-bedroom 
apartment at this wage, a renter must work 50 hours per week, 52 weeks per year.  Or, working 40 hours per week year-
round, a household must include 1.2 workers earning the mean renter wage in order to make the two-bedroom FMR 
affordable.
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Louisiana
Renter Households

Number 
(2000)

% of total 
households 

(2000)

Area Median Income (AMI)

Two-
bedroom

FMR

Income 
needed

to afford
2 BR FMR

Annual 
AMI

Rent
affordable

at AMI
30%

of AMI

Rent 
affordable

at 30%
of AMI

Rent 
affordable
at mean 

wage2 3 41

Housing Costs

Estimated 
mean renter 
hourly wage 

(2008)

Full-time  jobs 
at minimum 

wage needed 
to afford 2 BR 

FMR
5

Hourly wage 
necessary to 

afford 2 BR FMR

Full-time  
jobs at mean 
renter wage 
needed to 

afford 2 BR 
FMR

% change 
since 2000

FY08

Housing Wage

Louisiana 531,058$52,179 $391$1,304$746 $29,830 32%$15,654$14.34 $11.492.5 1.2$59755%

Metropolitan Areas

Alexandria MSA 16,362$45,900 $344$1,148$543 $21,720 30%$13,770$10.44 $9.411.8 1.1$48931%
Baton Rouge HMFA 76,286$56,600 $425$1,415$758 $30,320 31%$16,980$14.58 $10.812.5 1.3$56252%
Houma-Bayou Cane-Thibodaux MSA 15,873$52,300 $392$1,308$584 $23,360 23%$15,690$11.23 $13.291.9 0.8$69130%
Iberville Parish H A 2,425$42,900 $322$1,073$490 $19,600 23%$12,870$9.42 $14.441.6 0.7$75132%
Lafayette MSA 27,711$55,200 $414$1,380$618 $24,720 31%$16,560$11.88 $11.772.0 1.0$61230%
Lake Charles MSA 20,059$52,900 $397$1,323$624 $24,960 28%$15,870$12.00 $10.902.1 1.1$56731%
Monroe MSA 21,468$48,800 $366$1,220$581 $23,240 34%$14,640$11.17 $8.921.9 1.3$46430%
New Orleans-Metairie-Kenner MSA 191,975$59,800 $449$1,495$990 $39,600 39%$17,940$19.04 $14.123.3 1.3$73482%
Shreveport-Bossier City MSA 48,877$49,600 $372$1,240$634 $25,360 34%$14,880$12.19 $10.612.1 1.1$55230%

110,022$41,923 $314$1,048$506 $20,257 27%$12,577$9.74 $9.071.7 1.1$47234%Combined Nonmetro Areas

Counties

Acadia Parish 5,883$41,100 $308$1,028$474 $18,960 28%$12,330$9.12 $8.781.6 1.0$45638%
Allen Parish 1,942$43,500 $326$1,088$474 $18,960 24%$13,050$9.12 $8.901.6 1.0$46340%
Ascension Parish 4,739$56,600 $425$1,415$758 $30,320 18%$16,980$14.58 $10.122.5 1.4$52652%
Assumption Parish 1,311$46,000 $345$1,150$535 $21,400 16%$13,800$10.29 $9.791.8 1.1$50930%
Avoyelles Parish 3,768$37,100 $278$928$474 $18,960 26%$11,130$9.12 $5.891.6 1.5$30641%
Beauregard Parish 2,440$47,600 $357$1,190$487 $19,480 20%$14,280$9.37 $11.871.6 0.8$61731%
Bienville Parish 1,354$38,800 $291$970$525 $21,000 22%$11,640$10.10 $8.151.7 1.2$42431%
Bossier Parish 11,186$49,600 $372$1,240$634 $25,360 31%$14,880$12.19 $9.242.1 1.3$48030%
Caddo Parish 35,428$49,600 $372$1,240$634 $25,360 36%$14,880$12.19 $11.122.1 1.1$57830%
Calcasieu Parish 19,528$52,900 $397$1,323$624 $24,960 28%$15,870$12.00 $10.782.1 1.1$56031%
Caldwell Parish 819$42,200 $317$1,055$474 $18,960 21%$12,660$9.12 $5.641.6 1.6$29337%
Cameron Parish 531$52,900 $397$1,323$624 $24,960 15%$15,870$12.00 $15.832.1 0.8$82331%
Catahoula Parish 692$34,300 $257$858$474 $18,960 17%$10,290$9.12 $6.041.6 1.5$31437%
Claiborne Parish 1,519$41,400 $311$1,035$525 $21,000 24%$12,420$10.10 $8.921.7 1.1$46431%
Concordia Parish 1,798$36,500 $274$913$474 $18,960 24%$10,950$9.12 $7.281.6 1.3$37937%
De Soto Parish 2,263$49,600 $372$1,240$634 $25,360 23%$14,880$12.19 $9.202.1 1.3$47930%
East Baton Rouge Parish 60,060$56,600 $425$1,415$758 $30,320 38%$16,980$14.58 $11.022.5 1.3$57352%
East Carroll Parish 1,126$31,400 $236$785$474 $18,960 38%$9,420$9.12 $6.951.6 1.3$36137%
East Feliciana Parish 1,182$56,600 $425$1,415$758 $30,320 18%$16,980$14.58 $6.962.5 2.1$36252%
Evangeline Parish 3,899$34,700 $260$868$474 $18,960 31%$10,410$9.12 $5.951.6 1.5$30949%
Franklin Parish 1,842$34,700 $260$868$474 $18,960 24%$10,410$9.12 $5.481.6 1.7$28537%
Grant Parish 1,297$45,900 $344$1,148$543 $21,720 18%$13,770$10.44 $7.211.8 1.4$37531%
Iberia Parish 6,753$45,300 $340$1,133$544 $21,760 27%$13,590$10.46 $10.701.8 1.0$55730%
Iberville Parish 2,425$42,900 $322$1,073$490 $19,600 23%$12,870$9.42 $14.441.6 0.7$75132%
Jackson Parish 1,380$45,500 $341$1,138$474 $18,960 23%$13,650$9.12 $8.661.6 1.1$45037%

3: "Affordable" rents represent the generally accepted standard of spending not more than 30% of gross income on gross housing costs.
1: FMR = Fiscal Year 2008 Fair Market Rent (HUD, 2007; final as of October 1).  2: AMI = Fiscal Year 2008 Area Median Income (HUD, 2008).

4: The federal standard for extremely low income households. Does not include HUD-specific adjustments.  5: Based on 2006 BLS data, adjusted
using the ratio of renter to overall household income reported in Census 2000, and projected to April 1, 2008.

† Wage data not available (See Appendix A).  
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Jefferson Davis Parish 2,884$42,300 $317$1,058$474 $18,960 25%$12,690$9.12 $7.711.6 1.2$40131%
Jefferson Parish 63,700$59,800 $449$1,495$990 $39,600 36%$17,940$19.04 $13.783.3 1.4$71782%
La Salle Parish 875$46,000 $345$1,150$474 $18,960 17%$13,800$9.12 $8.211.6 1.1$42737%
Lafayette Parish 24,569$55,200 $414$1,380$618 $24,720 34%$16,560$11.88 $12.092.0 1.0$62930%
Lafourche Parish 7,069$52,300 $392$1,308$584 $23,360 22%$15,690$11.23 $12.161.9 0.9$63230%
Lincoln Parish 6,104$48,700 $365$1,218$561 $22,440 40%$14,610$10.79 $6.351.8 1.7$33030%
Livingston Parish 5,293$56,600 $425$1,415$758 $30,320 16%$16,980$14.58 $10.122.5 1.4$52652%
Madison Parish 1,703$29,900 $224$748$474 $18,960 38%$8,970$9.12 $7.041.6 1.3$36637%
Morehouse Parish 3,232$39,200 $294$980$503 $20,120 28%$11,760$9.67 $7.221.7 1.3$37630%
Natchitoches Parish 5,063$41,200 $309$1,030$547 $21,880 35%$12,360$10.52 $6.371.8 1.7$33131%
Orleans Parish 100,716$59,800 $449$1,495$990 $39,600 54%$17,940$19.04 $15.693.3 1.2$81682%
Ouachita Parish 19,804$48,800 $366$1,220$581 $23,240 36%$14,640$11.17 $9.001.9 1.2$46830%
Plaquemines Parish 1,907$59,800 $449$1,495$990 $39,600 21%$17,940$19.04 $22.163.3 0.9$1,15282%
Pointe Coupee Parish 1,874$56,600 $425$1,415$758 $30,320 22%$16,980$14.58 $8.262.5 1.8$43052%
Rapides Parish 15,065$45,900 $344$1,148$543 $21,720 32%$13,770$10.44 $9.481.8 1.1$49331%
Red River Parish 814$35,200 $264$880$525 $21,000 24%$10,560$10.10 $7.891.7 1.3$41031%
Richland Parish 2,076$36,700 $275$918$474 $18,960 28%$11,010$9.12 $6.361.6 1.4$33137%
Sabine Parish 1,753$40,600 $305$1,015$525 $21,000 19%$12,180$10.10 $5.961.7 1.7$31031%
St. Bernard Parish 6,365$59,800 $449$1,495$990 $39,600 25%$17,940$19.04 $16.963.3 1.1$88282%
St. Charles Parish 3,052$59,800 $449$1,495$990 $39,600 19%$17,940$19.04 $14.633.3 1.3$76182%
St. Helena Parish † 582$56,600 $425$1,415$758 $30,320 15%$16,980$14.58 2.552%
St. James Parish 1,008$52,800 $396$1,320$649 $25,960 14%$15,840$12.48 $12.482.1 1.0$64931%
St. John the Baptist Parish 2,714$59,800 $449$1,495$990 $39,600 19%$17,940$19.04 $11.353.3 1.7$59082%
St. Landry Parish 9,459$36,800 $276$920$474 $18,960 29%$11,040$9.12 $7.541.6 1.2$39239%
St. Martin Parish 3,142$55,200 $414$1,380$618 $24,720 18%$16,560$11.88 $7.042.0 1.7$36630%
St. Mary Parish 5,042$42,200 $317$1,055$527 $21,080 26%$12,660$10.13 $16.361.7 0.6$85130%
St. Tammany Parish 13,521$59,800 $449$1,495$990 $39,600 20%$17,940$19.04 $10.213.3 1.9$53182%
Tangipahoa Parish 9,753$48,000 $360$1,200$600 $24,000 27%$14,400$11.54 $7.722.0 1.5$40130%
Tensas Parish 740$33,300 $250$833$474 $18,960 31%$9,990$9.12 $9.481.6 1.0$49337%
Terrebonne Parish 8,804$52,300 $392$1,308$584 $23,360 24%$15,690$11.23 $13.951.9 0.8$72630%
Union Parish 1,664$48,800 $366$1,220$581 $23,240 19%$14,640$11.17 $7.811.9 1.4$40630%
Vermilion Parish 4,565$45,800 $344$1,145$474 $18,960 23%$13,740$9.12 $9.811.6 0.9$51032%
Vernon Parish 7,900$43,800 $329$1,095$474 $18,960 43%$13,140$9.12 $11.141.6 0.8$57930%
Washington Parish 3,875$37,300 $280$933$474 $18,960 24%$11,190$9.12 $8.861.6 1.0$46144%
Webster Parish 4,210$44,200 $332$1,105$483 $19,320 26%$13,260$9.29 $8.461.6 1.1$44031%
West Baton Rouge Parish 1,627$56,600 $425$1,415$758 $30,320 21%$16,980$14.58 $10.302.5 1.4$53652%
West Carroll Parish 937$42,600 $320$1,065$474 $18,960 21%$12,780$9.12 $11.581.6 0.8$60237%
West Feliciana Parish 929$56,600 $425$1,415$758 $30,320 25%$16,980$14.58 $14.392.5 1.0$74852%
Winn Parish 1,503$39,500 $296$988$474 $18,960 25%$11,850$9.12 $8.031.6 1.1$41740%

3: "Affordable" rents represent the generally accepted standard of spending not more than 30% of gross income on gross housing costs.
1: FMR = Fiscal Year 2008 Fair Market Rent (HUD, 2007; final as of October 1).  2: AMI = Fiscal Year 2008 Area Median Income (HUD, 2008).

4: The federal standard for extremely low income households. Does not include HUD-specific adjustments.  5: Based on 2006 BLS data, adjusted
using the ratio of renter to overall household income reported in Census 2000, and projected to April 1, 2008.

† Wage data not available (See Appendix A).  
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