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As shown here, the Housing Wage provides

a measure of the wage a full-time worker must
earn to afford a state's average two-bedroom
rent.

LA: $13.82 As expected, California, Hawaii, and states in
New England and the Mid-Atlantic are the most

expensive for renters, on average.
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Even Two Jobs at the Minimum Wage is Insufficient
to Afford Today's Rents

One-Bedroom $28,475
Income
Needed to ]
Afford...
Income At One Job $10’712
Current Minimum ]
Wage of $5.15

Two Jobs $21,424
One Job 515,080
At Proposed
Minimum 7
Wage of $7.25
Two Jobs 530,160
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A family must earn over $28,000 to afford a one-bedroom rental at the national Fair Market Rent and nearly $34,000 to rent a two-
bedroom affordably. Both are substantially more than what even two full-time workers earning the federal minimum wage make in a year. ,"

The proposal to increase the minimum wage to $7.25, which NLIHC endorses, would narrow the gap between rents and incomes, but the
national FMR of $848 would remain unaffordable for a household with two full-time workers. PIATIONAL X O IRCom







