
TX: $13.67

CA:
$22.86

MT: $11.37

AZ: $14.74
NM: $12.45

NV: $16.95

CO: $16.43

OR: $13.46

WY: $11.05

UT: $13.04

ID: $12.00

KS: $11.70

MN: $14.47

NE: $11.71

SD: $10.94

OK: $10.70

ND: $10.33

MO: $11.76

WA: $14.91

IL: $15.95

IA: $11.42

GA: $13.05

WI: $12.80

AL: $10.55

AR: $10.40

NC: $12.61

NY: $20.70

LA: $13.82

PA: $14.57

TN: $11.61

KY: $10.72

OH: $12.31

VA: $17.13

SC: $11.82

FL:
$16.35

MS:
$10.63

MI: $13.80

IN:
$12.36

ME:
$14.04

WV:
$10.10

VT: $15.34

MD: $20.07

NH: $18.10

NJ: $21.21

MA: $22.65

CT: $20.42

PR: $8.83

DE: $16.31

RI: $19.36

DC: $24.73

HI: $23.53

AK: $17.90

The National Housing Wage is $16.31

$8.83 - $12.00

$12.01 - $16.00

$16.01 - $20.00

$20.01 - $24.73

Note: States are classified 
by their unrounded values.

As shown here, the Housing Wage provides
a measure of the wage a full-time worker must
earn to afford a state's average two-bedroom 
rent.

As expected, California, Hawaii, and states in
New England and the Mid-Atlantic are the most
expensive for renters, on average.



Even Two Jobs at the Minimum Wage is Insufficient 
to Afford Today's Rents
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A family must earn over $28,000 to afford a one-bedroom rental at the national Fair Market Rent and nearly $34,000 to rent a two-
bedroom affordably.  Both are substantially more than what even two full-time workers earning the federal minimum wage make in a year.

The proposal to increase the minimum wage to $7.25, which NLIHC endorses, would narrow the gap between rents and incomes, but the
national FMR of $848 would remain unaffordable for a household with two full-time workers.




