Candidate Questionnaire: 
and Community Development

Thank you for completing this questionnaire. Please limit each answer to 300 words, which will allow us to reprint your answers in their entirety.  For any answer that is more than 300 words, we may cut off the answer at the 300th word. As long as your answer is less than 300 words, it will be reprinted in its entirety. Please return to ________________by ____________. 
1) The Availability of Affordable Housing  
In 2002, the bipartisan Millennial Housing Commission reported an acute shortage of affordable housing in this country.  What generally should be the role of the federal government in filling that gap, and what specific steps would you take to encourage the production of more affordable units for the families most in need?

2) Housing and Community Development 

Research shows that poor neighborhoods often lack access to employment, affordable housing, convenient shopping and amenities, and business and housing finance.  In what ways would housing development, preservation, and community development be a part of your revitalization plan?

3) Federal Housing Programs 

Several proposals to reform federally assisted housing programs have been introduced over the past sessions of Congress. How, if at all, would you propose to change federally assisted housing programs, including Section 8 housing vouchers and public housing that serve the lowest income households?

4) Minimum Wage  
The federal minimum wage is now worth 24% less than it was in 1979; however, the cost of many essentials, such as housing and health care, have risen at a rate higher than that of inflation.  How would you revise federal wage policy?

5) Housing and the Economy 
Many people see building new housing as a way to increase jobs and wages as well as the demand for goods and services.  One might also argue that it helps communities to leverage funds that might not be available to them otherwise while aiding in the creation of tax revenues.  Do you believe that the production of affordable housing could benefit the economy and do you plan to add it your economic stimulus package?

6) Housing and Other Domestic Priorities
The role of housing in other life quality issues, including education, health, and economic stability, is critical. There are political platforms for education, health and the economy. Would you establish a housing-based strategy to address the needs of low income families, i.e. lack of quality education and poor health?

7) Homelessness

Each year, 3.5 million Americans experience homelessness, including nearly 1.5 million children. A study of U.S. cities found that in 2001, 37% of all requests for emergency shelter went unmet.  What will you do to address homelessness in America?

8) Discrimination 

According to the Census Bureau’s Moving to America, Moving to Homeownership 1994 - 2002, the homeownership gap between whites and blacks has increased from 23% in 1940 to 27% today. What actions would you take to eliminate housing discrimination and other civil rights violations?
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